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BAN ON RELEASE OF BALLOONS ON COUNCIL LAND

PURPOSE OF REPORT

1. To propose the introduction of a ban on the release of balloons from council property and 
land to highlight the detrimental effect that the release of balloons can have on wildlife, 
livestock and the environment. 

RECOMMENDATION(S)

2. That the council should no longer permit the release of balloons from council owned 
properties and land. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT
3. The detrimental impact that non-degradable litter and debris have is widely documented. 

Recent research has also highlighted the consequences that balloon litter can have. The 
council has limited power to prevent instances of balloon release but is able to highlight the 
issue by preventing the release from council-owned land.
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REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)
(If the recommendations are accepted)

4. To highlight the potential negative consequences of balloon releases and the impact on the 
environment. 



ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED

5. To not introduce a ban, which would make it more difficult to highlight the issues arising from 
the practice.

CORPORATE PRIORITIES

6. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives:

Involving residents in improving their local 
area and equality of access for all

A strong local economy  

Clean, safe and healthy communities √ An ambitious council that does more 
to meet the needs of residents and 
the local area

 

BACKGROUND

12. A ban on the release of Chinese lanterns from council-owned land was agreed by Executive 
Member decision on 13 February 2018.

13. The council has recently received a number of emails encouraging a similar ban on the 
release of balloons.

14. Sixty-three authorities across England have already introduced bans on the release of both 
Chinese lanterns and balloons. 

PROPOSED BAN

15. The Marine Conservation Society has recently highlighted that the amount of balloon related 
litter found on beaches has risen by 50%. As well as looking unsightly, such debris is 
extremely dangerous for marine animals and birds.

16. The issues raised include: 
i. Ingestion of balloon fragments which is 32 times more likely to result in death than 

ingestion of hard plastic
ii. Balloon strings can also present a choking hazard or lead to animals becoming entangled 

leading to injury or death
iii. Increased littering

17. The RSPCA, the British Veterinary Association and the National Farmers Union all support a 
ban on balloon release. 

18. Banning the release of balloons from council owned properties and land (including parks, 
recreation grounds and other open spaces) creates an opportunity to limit the areas for 
release but also to highlight these issues.

19. If the recommendations are agreed the council will no longer allow the release of balloons 
from council owned properties or land. Anyone approaching the council to request 
permission, or to include a balloon release as part of an event will be refused permission and 
given the reasons for the ban.

IMPLICATIONS OF REPORT

20. This report has implications in the following areas and the relevant Directors’ comments are 
included:



Finance Customer Services 
Human Resources Equality and Diversity 
Legal √ Integrated Impact Assessment 

required?
No significant implications in this area Policy and Communications

COMMENTS OF THE STATUTORY FINANCE OFFICER 

21. Any potential costs, including signage on council owned land can be met within existing 
budgets.

COMMENTS OF THE MONITORING OFFICER 

22. As landowner, the council may prescribe the activities to be undertaken on our land. In doing 
so the council are obliged to act in a reasonable manner. It is clear from the report that balloon 
release can pose a risk to wildlife as well as being a litter nuisance. There are reasonable 
grounds on which to rely in making this decision.

ASIM KHAN
DIRECTOR (CUSTOMER & DIGITAL)
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Following careful consideration and assessment of the contents of this report, I approve the 
recommendation(s) contained in Paragraph 2 of the report in accordance with my delegated power 
to make executive decisions.

________________________________Dated: 13 August 2019
Councillor

Executive Member Designation

Councillor Adrian Lowe
Executive Member (Customer, Advice and Streetscene Services)


