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Emergency Tree Plan for Chorley
In November 2019 Chorley Council pledged to plant 116,875 trees by 2025 as part of our
commitment to become carbon neutral and improve air quality and biodiversity.
An Emergency Tree Plan was written and consulted on, the purpose of which is to be
“An Action Plan to increase tree cover and address the nature and climate emergency
through the sustainable management, protection and enhancement of Chorley Borough’s
tree population”
How are we going to do this? A tree action plan is being implemented. We are working in
partnership with many organisations with land holdings in the Borough such as UU,
RMG, schools, farmers, parish councils, private landowners and housing associations
Trees planted to date
Year

Tree proposed to be planted (excluding UU)
Number

2019/20

3,805

2020/21

24,536

2021/22 (to end April)

TOTAL

65

28,406

Year

Number

2021/22

12,615

2022/23

6,734

2023/24

15,400

2024/25

8,400
TOTAL

43,149

Forward Plan
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•
•

•

•

We have been working hard to identify sites for tree planting on both
Council land and with partners to help meet the ambitions target set
and have a forward plan of sites and tree planting numbers.
This information is being fed into funding bids to help pay for the cost of
the tree planting and future maintenance.
We are working with IT to create a webpage on the Council website to
engage residents in telling us where they have planted trees,
suggestions of where more could be planted and to encourage them to
get involved.
We are working with our communications team on a publicity and
engagement plan to tell residents what we are doing and get them
involved
We have started to create a tree nursery ready for autumn seed
collections to grow our own Chorley Trees.

Biodiversity
• Chorley Council have implemented changes to land
management practices and delivered enhancement projects
on Council land to benefit biodiversity.
• Working with partners such as LWT My Place to build hedgehog houses,
bird boxes, plant trees and hedges, balsam bash and manage invasive
weeds
• Stopping the use of glyphosate to control weeds
• Differential mowing to leave wildlife buffers
• Creation of wildflower meadows across many sites in the Borough
• Tree planting and woodland management
• Enhancement of ponds for GCN on Council land by LWT funded by
Natural England
• Enhance the quality of our rivers

Next Steps:
• To look after the precious trees we have
planted.
• To apply for funding wherever possible
• To plan tree giveaways for the autumn
• To continue to build up the volunteer base
• To continue networking and promoting

