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General Purposes Committee 
 

Thursday, 18 October 2007 
 

Present: Councillor Peter Goldsworthy (Chair), and Councillors Nora Ball, Judith Boothman, 
Magda Cullens, Anthony Gee, Mrs Marie Gray, Catherine Hoyle, Kevin Joyce, Hasina Khan, 
Peter Malpas and Joyce Snape 

 
 

07.GP.13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the Vice-Chair (Councillor Mrs P 
Case) and Councillor D Edgerley, M Lowe and M Muncaster. 
 

07.GP.14 DECLARATIONS OF ANY INTERESTS  
 
There were no declarations of interest by any of the Members in any of the agenda 
items. 
 

07.GP.15 MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 15 March 
2007 were confirmed as a correct record for signature by the Chair. 
 

07.GP.16 HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - PROPOSED DIVERSION OF PART OF PUBLIC 
FOOTPATH NO. 25, BRETHERTON  
 
The Corporate Director of Governance presented a report on a proposal of the 
Lancashire County Council to make an Order for the diversion of part of Public 
Foopath No 25 at Bretherton. 
 
The effect of the Order would be to divert the length of the public footpath that 
currently ran across a field adjacent to Borrowford House and along a trail leading 
to/from the property to the junction of Sollom Lane and Lock Lane.  The proposed new 
route would relocate the footpath further away from Borrowford House and along the 
field boundary to the south and east of the property. 
 
The Committee had no reason or grounds on which to oppose the proposal. 
 
Resolved 
That no objections be raised to the making by the Lancashire County Council of a 
Public Path Diversion Order under Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980 for the 
purpose of diverting a length of Public Footpath No 25 at Bretherton from its current 
route in the vicinity of Borrowford House onto a new route sited further to the south 
and east of the dwelling. 
 

07.GP.17 HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - PROPOSED DIVERSION OF PARTS OF PUBLIC 
FOOTPATHS NOS. 44, 45, 46 AND 48 AT COPPULL AND CREATION OF A 
NEW LENGTH OF FOOTPATH AT COPPULL  
 

The Committee considered a report of the Corporate Director of Governance on a 
request for the Lancashire County Council to divert parts of Public Footpaths 44, 
45, 46 and 48 at Coppull and create a new length of footpath to extend Public 
Footpath No 47. 
 
Currently, four public footpaths numbered 44, 45, 47 and 48 ran towards Highfield 
Farm to the north of Jolly Tar Lane, Coppull from each direction, with public 
footpath No 46 running the southern frontage of the farm buildings.    The owners 
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of the farm had requested the diversion of the routes of Public Footpaths 44, 45, 
46 and 48 so as to relocate them from the immediate vicinity of the farm buildings 
and the extension of Public Footpath No 47 in order to effect a junction with the 
proposed new line of Public Footpath No 48. 
 
A member pf the Committee drew other Members attention to the fact that the 
existing footpath network around Highfield Farm was hard surfaced and indicated 
that the lengths of the footpaths proposed to be diverted had been blocked to 
prevent public usage without any apparent permission. 
 
Resolved 
(1)  That the Lancashire County Council be informed that Chorley Council 

wishes to raise an objection to the proposal to make a Public Path 
Diversion Order to divert lengths of Public Footpaths 44, 45, 46 and 48 at 
Coppull on the grounds that the Council considers that the existing hard 
surfaced footpaths provided a superior walking route. 

 
(2) That the County Council's Countryside Officer be advised to investigate 

the alleged closure of the existing lengths of public footpath without 
permission. 

 
 
 

07.GP.18 WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 - REQUEST FOR DEDICATION OF 
RIGHT OF WAY – FAIRVIEW FARM, ADLNGTON  
 
The Committee considered a report of the Corporate Director of Governance on a 
request from the Lancashire County Council for the formal dedication of a footpath 
running from Highfield Road North, Adlington in a southwesterly direction to link 
with Public Footpath No 5 at Adlington where it crosses the Preston to 
Manchester level crossing. 
 
The Borough Council had previously resolved not to object to the conferral of 
public right of way status on the footpath on the basis that the path had been used 
for more than 20 years without interruption by the public.  On further examination, 
however, the County Council now considered that the claim put forward did not 
represent the original footpath route, but rather related to a route that had been 
used since the construction of the Fairview Youth and Community Centre. 
 
In the circumstances, the County Council had suggested that the route that had 
emerged to accommodate the new Community Centre could become the subject 
of a formal dedication agreement between Chorley Council and the County 
Council, under which responsibility for the maintenance of the path would pass to 
the County Council. 
 
Resolved 
That consideration to the matters be deferred to await the views of the Trustees of 
the Fairview Youth and Community Centre and the Council's Property Services 
providers on the proposed dedication of a footpath to the south of the Centre. 
 

07.GP.19 HIGHWAYS ACT 1970 - SECTION 25 - WEST PENNINE LINK WITH  
BRIDLEWAY NATIONAL TRAIL  
 

The Corporate Director of Governance submitted a report on a proposal of the 
Lancashire County Council to create a bridleway at White Coppice, Anglezarke.  
The bridleway would run northwards from a point on Moor Road, Anglezarke for 
approximately 450 metres along the western side of the Goit. 
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The proposal formed part of the County Council's plan to create a network of 
bridleways in Burnley, Hyndburn and Rossendale as part of the West Pennine 
Link with the Pennine Bridleway National Trail. 
 
Resolved 
That no objection be raised to the proposal by Lancashire County Council to the 
creation of a bridleway at White Coppice, Anglezarke. 
 

07.GP.20 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 - PROPOSED 
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PART OF PUBLIC FOOTPATH NO 5 AT ADLINGTON   
 
The Committee considered a report of the Corporate Director of Governance on 
an application from the residents of 24 Highfield Road North, Adlington for the 
extinguishments of part of Public Footpath No 5. 
 
The public footpath currently ran immediately adjacent to the north facing flank 
frontage of the property, the owners of which were planning to construct a garage 
partly on land within the curtilage of the property and partly on the line of the 
footpath.  In order to facilitate the development, a Public Path Extinguishment 
Order to effect the narrowing of the width of the path would be necessary. 
 
The Committee was minded to support the making of a Public Path 
Extinguishment Order under Section 257 of the Town and County Planning Act 
1990 provided that the Lancashire County Council confirmed its consent to the 
proposal as the Highways Authority. 
 
Resolved 
(1)  That the Lancashire County Council be advised that Chorley Council is 
minded to approve the making of a Public Path Extinguishment Order under 
Section 257 of the Town and County Planning Act 1990 in respect of part of Public 
Footpath No 5 at Adlington in order to lessen the width of part of the length of the 
footpath to accommodate the construction of a garage. 
 
(2) That the consent of the Lancashire County Council, as Highways Authority, 
to the proposed be sought. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair 
 


