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CENTRAL LANCASHIRE GYPSY, TRAVELLER & TRAVELLING 
SHOWPEOPLE’S LOCAL PLAN – PREFERRED SITES 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1. To inform members about the preferred sites for a transit and permanent Traveller provision 
in Central Lancashire as part of the ongoing work on the Central Lancashire Gypsy, Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2. It is recommended that the group note this report. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF REPORT 

3. An Issues and Options version of the Central Lancashire Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople’s Local Plan was presented to this group on 15th June 2016 when it was 
endorsed for public consultation.  

 

4. Statutory formal public consultation took place between 20th May and 1st July 2016 and the 
results of consultation were then reported to this group on 15th Sept 2016  

 

5. Since this date Central Lancashire officers have been assessing potential sites to 
accommodate the accepted need for 4 transit pitches. In addition, Preston City Council is 
considering site(s) to satisfy their need for 22 permanent traveller pitches. 

 

Confidential report 
Please bold as appropriate 

Yes  No 

 
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 

(If the recommendations are accepted) 
 

6. Officers consider that this Local Plan process should continue to progress as planned to 
ensure an appropriate planning policy document is prepared and adopted to guide Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople development. 

 

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED 
 

7. None 

 

 

 



CORPORATE PRIORITIES 
 
8. This report relates to the following Strategic Objectives: 
 

BACKGROUND 

 
9. An Issues and Options version of the Central Lancashire Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling 

Showpeople Local Plan was prepared early 2016 and was endorsed by the three authorities 
for consultation.  
 

10. The consultation exercise was carried out between 20th May and 1st July 2016. In Chorley 
over 200 consultees from the Local Plan contact database were consulted including all 
relevant statutory bodies and these generated 15 responses (largely from statutory 
organisations).  

 
11. South Ribble received 17 responses to their consultation.  

 
12. Preston Council consulted about 50 consultees including statutory consultees and parish 

councils. This generated 10 responses. The traveller community in Preston was also 
engaged in identifying issues and options. Copies of the report were made available and 
publicised in all local communities.  

 
13. The Issues and Options paper was the first stage in the process of preparing the Gypsy and 

Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan. It explained the purpose of the Local Plan 
and the current planning policy context relating to the provision of accommodation for 
Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople. 
 

14. It set out the evidence of need as contained in the Central Lancashire Gypsy and Traveller 
and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (June 2015); identified the key 
issues that should be addressed to meet this need, and presented a number of options on 
which views were sought. 
 

15. In order to allocate sites for future provision for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling 
Showpeople, the Central Lancashire authorities must identify potential sites. The Issues and 
Options Paper therefore also included a ‘call for sites’ exercise encouraging potential sites to 
be put forward for consideration. 
 

16. The ‘call for sites’ did not generate any proposed sites, therefore potential sites were 
identified by the three Central Lancashire authorities, by reviewing their respective land 
assets. The assessment methodology is set out in section 5 of the Issues and Options paper 
and follows that endorsed by the Local Plan Inspector for allocations in the Chorley Local 
Plan.  

 
17. Preferred sites across Central Lancashire have now been identified. It is itended that these 

will form the basis of further analysis and discussion with a view to agreeing final sites to 
meet the Central Lancashire need of 4 Transit pitches. If agreement cannot be reached, then 
each authority will have to provide its own site for 4 transit pitches as well as their respective 
permanent and travelling showpeople needs. Preston Council also have to find a site/sites to 
satisfy their need for 22 permanent Gypsy and Traveller pitches. 

 
18. ‘Preferred Sites’ will then be formally consulted on in the Preferred Options version of the 

Central Lancashire Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan.  
 

19. It is anticipated that the next stage of plan preparation will generate more representations 
than received previously as it will move away from general issues to be considered and 
suggest specific sites to meet Traveller and any Travelling Showpeople need. 

 



20. Discussions are on-going with Travelling Showpeople in order to establish whether or not 
they can demonstrate a need for a permanent site in Central Lancashire. 

 
 
CHORLEY PROPOSED SITES 
 
21. Initially, all Council land holdings above 0.2 ha were identified. Those within the greenbelt 

(that were not previously developed sites) were then discounted, in line with the endorsed 
approach to site selection, as were sites within flood zone 2 and 3.  

 
22. The majority of the remaining sites were open space and so, in accordance with the 

Council’s approach taken to proposals on such sites, they were assessed for their quality 
and value scores. High value and high quality sites were then discounted under this second 
phase of assessment.  

 
23. Site visits were undertaken for the remaining sites, and full sustainability assessments 

worked up. Current government advice has also allowed officers to consider the weight that 
should be given to each of the sustainability indicators, and Planning Policy for Traveller 
Sites, the Framework and the Core Strategy has set the context for further assessment of 
these sites. 

 
24. The preferred site at Clayton Brook will form the basis of further discussions with Central 

Lancs colleagues and will be taken forward to the Joint Advisory Committee on 2nd March 
where member discussions will endorse the sites to be taken forward in the Central 
Lancashire Preferred Options document.  

 
 
SOUTH RIBBLE PROPOSED SITES 
 
25. South Ribble followed the same procedure as Chorley as described above. 
 
26. The majority of the sites remaining at the second stage of assessment were also Public 

Open Space in the case of South Ribble, with also a limited number of sites on the periphery 
of Employment Sites. 

 
27. The next stage in the process resulted in visits to two sites and full sustainability 

assessments were subsequently carried out. 
 

28. South Ribble potentially therefore has two sites one adjacent to the Moss Side Employment 
Area in Leyland and the second which scored more highly on the periphery of the Walton 
Summit Employment Area. These sites will therefore subject to further discussion with 
colleagues. 

 
 
PRESTON PROPOSED SITES 

 
29. The amount of suitable Council owned land in Preston is limited, much of it being open space 

within existing development. Suitable development sites in Council ownership have been 
considered and an assessment of possible sites in PCC ownership identified a site at 
Wallend Road as a potential location. A sustainability appraisal of the site does, however, put 
it at the limits of accessibility particularly for access to schools and health facilities. The site 
would, however, provide sufficient space to deliver the necessary permanent pitch 
requirement separate from but in addition to the transit requirement. 

 
 
 
 
 



NEXT STAGES 

 

30. Chorley Council will progress its permanent site at Cowling Farm in accordance with the 
Allocation in the Chorley Local Plan and the Central Lancashire Gypsy and Travellers and 
Travelling Showpeople Local Plan will be progressed to preferred options. 

 

31. Central Lancashire Members will agree how and where the transit need can be best 
provided, Preston, and South Ribble and Chorley will also explore how best to satisfy their 
respective permanent Traveller site needs and any Travelling Showpeople need.  

 

32. Outside Central Lancashire, surrounding authorities are all progressing their own GTAAs, 
therefore their respective Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople’s needs will be 
covered by these. Any cross-boundary need will be satisfied through the arrangements set 
up under the duty to cooperate.  

 

33. Before the Local Plan is adopted, as a need has been demonstrated, should any 
applications be submitted for Gypsy, Traveller or Travelling Showpeople sites, Central 
Lancashire Authorities will apply Core Strategy Policy 8: Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople in order to assess the appropriateness of any proposed sites. 

 

34. The Preferred Options document will examine a number of options and set out preferred 
allocations and draft policies covering design issues and rural exception sites and will be 
consulted on for a 6 week period. Following this consultation all representations will be 
taken into account and the Local Plan will be finalised and a Publication version will be 
published and consulted on prior to submission to the Secretary of State for examination. If 
found sound the Local Plan will then be adopted in 2018.  

 

 

 

Report Author Ext Date Doc ID 

Peter McAnespie 01572 515286 Feb 2017 *** 

 

  



Appendix 1 : The timetable for preparation of the Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling 
Showpeople Local Plan   

  
Timetable for Production of the Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Local Plan 
 

 
 
 

Task Previous Timescale 
Revised 

Timescale  

6 week consultation on  Issues and Options and call for sites 
process at same time 

May – July 2015 
 

Complete??? 

Review Issues and Options stage and prepare responses to 
representations/preferred options stage 

July – August 2015 
 

 

6 weeks consultation on Preferred Options  Sept – Nov 2015 April-May 2017 

Review preferred options consultation stage and prepare 
responses to representations/publication stage 

Nov – January 2016 
 

June/July 2017 

6 week consultation on Publication DPD  Feb – March 2016  July-Aug 2017 

Review publication stage and prepare responses to 
representations/ prepare for submission 

April - May 2016 
 

Sept – Nov 2017 

Submission to SoS July – August 2016 Dec2017-Jan 
2018 

Pre-Hearing Meeting with Inspector  
(8 weeks after submission, 6 weeks before examination) 

September 2016 Feb 2018 

Examination  October/Nov 2016 March/April 2018 

Inspector’s Report  December 2016 May 2018 

Adoption of DPD January 2017 June 2018 


