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MINUTES OF OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

MEETING DATE Thursday, 21 March 2019

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councillor John Walker (Chair), Councillor 
Alistair Morwood (Vice-Chair) and Councillors 
Steve Holgate, Matthew Lynch, June Molyneaux, 
Greg Morgan, Gillian Sharples and Kim Snape

OFFICERS: Mark Lester (Director (Business, Development and 
Growth)), Angela Barrago (Health and Wellbeing 
Manager), Fiona Hepburn (Housing Solutions Manager), 
Ruth Rimmington (Democratic and Member Services 
Team Leader) and Nina Neisser (Democratic and Member 
Services Officer)

APOLOGIES: Councillor Paul Clark, Yvonne Hargreaves, 
Paul Leadbetter and Debra Platt

19.OS.19 Minutes of meeting Thursday, 24 January 2019 of Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee

Decision: That the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 24 
January 2019 be approved as a correct record for signature by the Chair.

19.OS.20 Minutes of meeting Thursday, 7 March 2019 of Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee

Decision: That the minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 7 
March 2019 be approved as a correct record for signature by the Chair.

19.OS.21 Declarations of Any Interests

Councillor Matthew Lynch declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 11: Task and 
Finish Group - Quality of housing provided by social landlords.  

19.OS.22 Public Questions

There were no public questions for consideration.

19.OS.23 Executive Cabinet Minutes

Decision: That the minutes of the Executive Cabinet meeting held on 17 
January, 14 February and 14 March 2019 be noted.
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19.OS.24 Notice of Executive Decisions

Members considered the Notice of Executive Decisions and queried the progress with 
the development of the Cowling Farm site and the implementation of the Senior 
Management Review.  A written response to both queries will be provided following 
the meeting.  

The Chair requested advance notice of questions where an officer or Executive 
Member is required to answer in respect of items on the Notice.  

Decision: That the Notice of Executive Decisions be noted.

19.OS.25 Update on the Syrian Refugee Resettlement Programme

The Chair advised that this item had been withdrawn from the agenda and will be 
presented in June.  

19.OS.26 Monitoring Report of Inquiry Recommendations: Adoption of Estates 
Review

Mark Lester, Director of Business, Development and Growth, presented the report 
which updates Members on progress with the recommendations of the Task Group 
review into the Adoption of Estates.

Following the consideration of the Task Group’s recommendations into the Adoption of 
Estates by the Executive Cabinet in 2013, all recommendations were agreed, and 
there have been three follow up progress reports, the last in January 2016.

This report updates the progress that has been made since the recommendations.  
Each Neighbourhood Area receives a report on the progress of adoptions including 
adoptions of roads and public open space for their Neighbourhood Area Meetings 
(NAMs) twice a year.  The NAM reports list current information held on sites, progress 
and responds to queries received.

Members noted the difficulties faced by the Council due to the triangular relationship 
between LCC and developers.  Issues of record keeping by LCC were discussed in 
relation to a number of cases.  The Chair suggested that a representative from LCC 
be invited to a future meeting.  

Decision: That the report be noted.

19.OS.27 Health Scrutiny

Councillor Alistair Morwood updated the meeting on the items considered by 
Lancashire County Council’s Health Scrutiny Committee.

At the meeting on 5 February the Committee considered the Lancashire and South 
Cumbria - Integrated Care System update.  

The Committee received an overview of the partnership in Lancashire and South 
Cumbria working as an Integrated Care System (ICS) which covered five local areas.
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Concerns had been expressed in relation to recent issues in relation to mental health 
service provision in accident and emergency departments and the lack of baseline 
figures in the report necessary to evaluate the effectiveness and impact of 
expenditure.

An update on the Stroke Programme was also given.  Stroke is not an older person's 
disease and disabilities are lifelong. Stroke is the fourth major cause of death and the 
principal cause of disability in the UK and lifestyle is a major contributing factor.  A 
considerable number of patients are not being appropriately treated for Atrial 
Fibrillation and hypertension, and approximately 30% of patients are discharged from 
hospital with no plan.

Decision: That the update be noted. 

Councillor Gillian Sharples left the meeting at 7.15pm.

19.OS.28 Reports from the Task and Finish Groups

Councillor Matthew Lynch, Chair of the Task Group, reported that in 2017 the Council 
had recognized the need for the issue of the quality of housing provided by social 
landlords to be investigated.  

Funding had been secured by the Chair, Councillor Jane Fitzsimons, to undertake a 
survey of around two thirds of tenants.  Following her appointment to the Executive 
Cabinet in May 2018 Councillor Lynch became the Chair.  The Task Group have 
interviewed representatives from the two largest Registered Providers in Chorley, 
Chorley Community Housing and Places for People.  

The recommendations put forward by the Task Group are in line with the Housing 
green paper.  There are clear patterns in the results regarding the performance of 
social landlords within Chorley.  The recommendations will be taken forward as the 
Council sets up a Housing Company.  

Councillor Lynch thanked Councillors and officers for their contribution to the inquiry 
and advised that the report will be considered by Executive Cabinet in June.  

Decision: That the update be noted.

19.OS.29 Overview and Scrutiny Work Programme

Members considered the work programme and noted that the arrangements for 
Neighbourhood areas following the implementation of the Electoral Review in 2020 
and an update on the Syrian refugee settlement programme will be presented in June.  

Decision: That the work programme be noted.

19.OS.30 Exclusion of the Public and Press

Decision: To exclude the press and public for the following items of business on 
the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 
1972.
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19.OS.31 Leisure Contract Review

Angela Barrago, Health and Wellbeing Manager, presented the confidential report of 
the Director (Early Intervention and Support) which had been considered by Executive 
Cabinet on 14 March.  

Members were pleased with the focus on encouraging residents to be healthy.  

Decision: That the report be noted. 

19.OS.32 Update on approach to Dealing with Unauthorised Encampments on Land 
not owned by Gypsy Travellers

Angela Barrago, Health and Wellbeing Manager, presented the confidential report of 
the Director (Early Intervention and Support) which updates Members on the plans to 
review the protocol for managing temporary Gypsy and Traveller encampments in the 
borough.

Decision: That the report be noted. 

Chair Date 


